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in Greece, visiting also Constantinople and the Dardanelles, travelling 
a part of the time with Professor and Mrs. Goodwin, and Professor 
(now President) and Mrs. A. Lawrence Lowell, returning home through 
Italy, France and England. 

After his retirement he received the title of Emeritus Professor from 
Columbia University and settled permanently at Milton. In the 
spring of 1906, he was absent for eight weeks on his journey to the 
Hague as the American representative on the jury of the competition 
for the Peace Palace. On this journey also Miss Harriet Ware ac-. 
companied him. As his health declined he and his sister went south 
during two winters to avoid the coldest weather; but after 1910 such 
long journeys proved impossible, though he was still able to go away 
for change during the summer. 

He was a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects and 
Honorary Corresponding Member of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. In 1896 the high value of his work as pioneer in archi- 
tectural education was recognized by the bestowal of the LL.D. 
degree from Harvard University. 

H. L. Warren. 



WILLIAM WATSON (1884-1915) 

Fellow in Class I, Section 4, 1864, Recording Secretary, 1884-1915. 

William Watson was born at Nantucket, Mass., January 19, 1834. 
His parents were William and Mary (Macy) Watson. 

He graduated from the Lawrence Scientific School, Harvard Uni- 
versity with the degree S. B. in Engineering in 1857 and prolonged 
his study of mathematics during the following year. Throughout 
his undergraduate course he was distinguished for his mathematical 
ability and won the Boyden Prize in mathematics. He served as 
an instructor in the Calculus in Harvard from 1857 to 1859. Shortly 
thereafter he began a course of study at the University of Jena where 
he received the degree of Ph. D^ in 1862. This was succeeded by 
further engineering study at the Ecole des Ponts et Chaussees, Paris. 
In the years immediately following he made an extended examination 
of European technical schools his knowledge of which proved highly 
serviceable in connection with the laying out of the engineering courses 
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n the Massachusetts Institute of Technology then in process of organ- 
ization. 

He was elected to membership in this Academy February 9th, 1864 
and in 1884 was chosen to fill the office of Recording Secretary. This 
he continued to hold up to the time of his death which occurred on Sep- 
tember 30, 1915. 

He was a staunch friend of the Academy and devoted to its interests. 
He realized very fully the desirability of a more general personal 
acquaintance among its members than formerly existed and was 
anxious to remove the frigidity which characterized its sessions in 
earlier times. To him was chiefly due the institution of the social 
features of the monthly meetings which have proved so successful. 

Mr. Watson was one of the original professors in the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology at its beginning, having in his charge the 
instruction in mechanical engineering together with descriptive 
geometry and stereotomy. Upon him devolved the planning of the 
Course in Mechanical Engineering under the conditions demanded for 
it in this country and also most of the teaching in its professional sub- 
jects as well, so few in number was the instructing force, a serious 
task for any man. To this work he devoted himself most earnestly 
sparing no pains to make his subject clear to classes of rather insuf- 
ficiently prepared students. The lack of text-books in mechani- 
cal engineering based upon American practice hampered him greatly. 
His special interest, however, was in descriptive geometry and its 
applications of which he possessed a wide knowledge. To illustrate 
these he secured for the Institute what was for that time a remark- 
able collection of models of various surfaces. He also gave for the 
first time in the United States laboratory instruction in the practical 
applications of stereotomy, the students of which were required to 
construct actual models in plaster from their drawings. He retained 
his professorship until 1873 when he resigned to devote himself more 
exclusively to study. In the same year he married Miss Margaret 
Fiske of Boston who died a number of years later. 

Professor Watson contributed much in an informal way to advance 
the interests of the many instructors in mathematics and physics in 
Harvard and Technology as a very active member of the Mathemati- 
cal and Physical Club, or M. P. Club as it was colloquially called, an 
organization which from its beginning in the early eighties for over 
thirty years played a large part in bringing the older and the younger 
instructors at these institutions together for scientific discussion and 
friendly intercourse. 
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Professor Watson held many offices in connection with various 
engineering Congresses, among which were the Vienna Exposition 
of 1873, and the Paris Exposition of 1878. He was Honorary Presi- 
dent of the Paris Congress of Architects and Vice President of the 
International Congress of Hygiene in 1878 and Honorary President 
of the Engineering Section of the French Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science for several terms. He was a member of the French 
Society of Civil Engineers, the French National Academy of Cher- 
bourg, the American Society of Civil Engineers, the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers and various other scientific and engineering 
organizations. 

He was the author of several works on engineering subjects and of 
many technical papers. 

Charles R. Cross. 



JAMES CLARKE WHITE (1833-1916) 

Fellow in Class II, Section 3, I860. 

Dr. White was of Scotch-Irish stock, founders of Londonderry, 
New Hampshire, some of whom, moving to the Maine coast and 
mindful of their origin, called their place of settlement Belfast, another 
important Ulster town. Here, in 1833, our friend was born. One 
would not suspect that one of his great grandmothers was a Viennese, 
so characteristically Scotch-Irish were his qualities. It is perhaps 
well that he was one of a family of seven children, an education in 
itself. His father was shipbuilder, ship owner, manufacturer, bank 
president, a leader in all the activities of the town and the country 
round about. 

James, fifth child and eldest son, took his A. B. at Harvard in 1853, 
member of a class prolific in professors, Charles W. Eliot, Justin 
Winsor, James Mills Pierce, Elbridge G. Cutler, Adams S. Hill, all of 
Harvard, John Quincy Adams, Fellow of the University. It is note- 
worthy that unconsciously he fitted himself during his boyhood and 
college years for the study of medicine. Without having decided 
as to his profession, he devoted himself to those preparatory studies 
now required of students entering that of medicine. In his under- 
graduate diary he wrote at the end of his junior year, — " I have done 



